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e Mezican Plot and Congress.

It was obviously with the purpose
of Impressing Congress with the grav-
ity of the Informmtion in possession

the President, and thereby affect-
Ing Its netlon upon his demand for
unlimited puthority, that Mr., WiLsox
gave to the public the detalls of
the attempted Intrigue of Germany
with Mexico, and the effort to en-
tangle Japun In It.

It appears that the Prexjdent came
Into possession of this document sub-
sequent to Count voy Brrnstorrr's
dismissal, He held It In serrecy until
Ghancellor von HetuMaxs-HorLweo
cpmplained that the United States
had “brusquely” broken with a Power
that had cherished friendly relations
with thls nation as “an heirloom
from FarpEMck the Great.” But
more: This astonlshing proposal of
Germuny to dismember the United
States nnd turn over a strip of her
most prosperous commonwenlths to
Mexico cume to Mr. WiLsox's hand
at the very moment when the Admin-
Istration was most In need of nsslst-
ance in its effort to obtain the In-
dorsement of Congress for Its plan
to protect American rights against
German aggression. When specula-
tion was being indulged In as to
whether Germany would commit an
overt a®t, at the exact Instant when
the country wans awalting the Presl-
deat's reaction to that overt act, this
proposition was disclosed to him for
his tnstruction and the enlightenment
of all who were In doubt msito the
purpose of the Imperial @overnment
toward the United Statts, If the
President retained any sympathy with
the pacifist point of view this must
have dissipated it and convinced him
of Germany's secret but fixed deter-
mlaation.

Baut the purpose and time of the
exposure are not so Important as the
facts. The story of the plot is so defi-
nite, its feasibility, from the German
point of view, so apparent that It car-
riss conviction, Mexlco, already In
virtual intermittent war with the
United States, was selected as the
catspaw. With German credit put
at her command, with German drill
masters and tacticians to bring dis-
cipline and military sclence to her
armies as they have to those of Tur-
key, she was to Join the Kalser's Gov-
ernment In a declarution of war upon
the United States, Colncidently her
diplomats were to sound Japan, “sug-
gesting,” as Count ZiMMERMANN,
German Forelgn Minister, blandly ex-
pressed it, “adherence to this plan.”
Furthermore, Mexico was to “offer
to mediate between Germany and
Japan.” The mere suggestion indi-
cates that Germany would welcome
and expedite the medlatlon that
would detach Japan from her pres-
ebt allles.

i Mexico's rewand was to be the op-

unity “to reconquer the lost terri-
tory In New Mexico, Texas and Arl-
sona.” Japan's profit Is left (o the
imagination—which In our Pacific
coast Btates |s already quite equal to
supplying the most terrifying sequel
te the proposed new alliance.

‘But Japan, through every diple-
matic and officlal agency which to the
present moment it has been posaible
g reach, has vigorously, Ind!gnantly
and convineingly repudiated any share
in this typical German Intrigue, It
ia indeed necessary to the national
honor of a people exceedingly tena-
clous of that point that it spurn the
suggestion that it should be false to
its alliance with the Entente Allles in
order to take part In a rald upon the
U States fomented and led by
J:: the Mikndo's most bitter ene-

mies, We do not overlook the fact

thet national sentiment and action are
as & rule determined by selfish rather
than sentimental or ethical reasons
whén we pronounce it incredible that

Jepan c¢ould have hud apy sbare In

thie Intrigue, und insist that the de-
~ mjals of her spokesmen are entitled to

entire and confident acceptance,

, But 1 1s notable that no denlal has

| yot come from Mexico, We may con-

. gede the charitable excuse that unset-

. -Hted conditions In that country make

4% impossible for officlal explanations
it be swiftly obtainable.. But a host
“Sof recent Incldents tend to eorroborate

the opinlon that the Government of
' @ammanma lent a favorable enr to cer
fala German overtures, CARNANZA'S

I pecent suggestion of striking at Fug-
| Mnd by shutting off the export of
¥ ®od, and especially oll, from Mexlean
e

afoused Ingtant suspleion when

L%t was put forth, The activities of
S “Baptaln Boy-Ev nnd Captaln voN Pa-

" In Mexico and Latin Amerlcan
A tries stimulated the curiosity ef
* Pur secret sorvice W year or more ago.

German backing of Wozara, In his
final and futile effort to return to his
country as a conqueror, was matter of
notorlely.

It Is evident enough that the Mexi-
can Intrigne was part of the activi
ties of ¥miling Vox Beaxstonry in the
Inst days of his diplomatic serviee
at Washington, which should have
been terminated by this Government
months earlier. A genlal plotter
ngninst his friends was thln.m!rnnm
agent of Kultur. Betraying with n
smile, he needed only n few poumis
more of fat to he the Count Fosco of
diplomary. The extent of his legacy
to the Unlited Btatesx we have yet to
lenrn, When he quit London to be-
stow his diplomatie light upon Wash-
Ington he left behind him that sinis-
ter orgnnization of German sples
which ut the opening of the war sud-
denly revenled |teelf to the astounded
English. Every hotel, restaurant and
club hnd been made o telephone to
the eur of Wilhelmsirnsse, The
Hriton's tallor, valet, chauffeur and
favorite walter were In the pay of
the Uerman wecrst service. Even
that typleally British institution the
Galety chorus gnve up evidences of
being lured from loyalty by German
gold.  The imagination of Mr. E.
Prinuirs OpPENHEIM was outdone
In the creation of wples by the genlus
of the Count vox Beanstonyr.

How far he pursued the same avo-
catlon here the people have yel to
learn, though our Government s not
without Information on the subject,
How deeply he, the Ambassador to
n friendly I'ower, waa fnvolved In a
plot to rend that country into frag-
ments s yet to be shown. But [t Is
probable thut the same austuteness
which led the German Forelgn Office
to select the orgnnizer of the German
spy system in London to bhe Ger-
man Ambassador to Washington was
manifested when they picked his clos-
est nssociate and Becretary of Em-
bassy, the Baron vos Scmoew, to go
to Mexlen, where the plot exposed In
the newspapers ls In process of per-
fection,

The exposure of this plot by the
Administration was wisely done. It
is well that the people, sorely be-
fogged and bedevilied by pacifist pests,
should be given to understand clearly
by what menacing conditions this na-
tion is epvironed. But out of this
revelation springs no added reason
for the gift by Congreas of unlimited
authority to the President, or the sur-
render of any of Its rights. Rather it
sugpests, unless at a stroke we de-
molish all bellef in the eMclency and
righteousness of democratic govern-
ment, that the Congress he kept in
continuous wmession ready to dis-
charge its conatitutional functions of
advising with the Preeldent and de-

-claring war when that supreme act

becomes necessary.

Robert P, Porter.

In defence of the American protec-
tive system, Rosexr P. PorTez difl ef-
fective and Intelligent service for this
country In the years preceding and
covering his association with Tue
Paxss. An Englishman by birth, he
possessed first hand knowledge of the
detrimental effect of free trode In @
country of highly developed Indus-
tries, even before the keener competi-
tlon which in recent years had more
vividly exposed Its weakness.

Mr, Pontem's devotion to protection
and his skill in elucidating the facts
‘on which discussion of economic sub-
Jectr reats, are familiar to thou-
sands of our readers, to whom the
news of his death will bring a sharp-
ened realization of his mervices to
the cause of sanity and prevision In
government finance,

Where Is Panche Vilia?

The penetration of Mexico by Gen-
eral Peasmine's regulars to “get
Virza dead or alive” would be a
comedy of history If the famous bau-
dit was not the leader of the Colum-
bus raid and If he had pever been
the quarry In Chihuahua, According
to a pamphlet lssued Ly a Mexiean
publicity buresu In this eclty Viora
disappeared after the battle of Agua
Prieta, where a Carranza General
routed him with great loss of men
and equipment. It lx declared that
ViLra came to the United States, and
there were reports that he was seen
in sounthern California, where his
newest wite was living; later in New
Orleans, and etill later in Cuba,
where his brother Hrrrorrrs had
gone. At any rate, the author of
this pamphlet asserts that the ex-
bandit and ex-General of the Carransn
forces was not In Chihuahua when
the ralders attacked Columbus, and
that it was not he who played wiil
o'-the-wisp to Colonel W. C, Brown's
cavalrymen.

An nttempt is made to let some
light In on the mystery of Vinra's
success a8 a soldier when bhe really
had an organized command. That
he was formerly Domorzo Amaxco,
fugitive from justice and bandit, s
now pecepted as a fact on the border.
An American ethnologist and ex-
plorer In the Mexlcan deserts who
had employed Virra as a guide once
nffirmed that the man had learned
the trade of soldler In a United States
negro cavalry reglment, It (8 well
known that he is of mixed blood. The
pamphleteer gives another twlat to
the legend when he says that AzaNoo
enllsted In the “Rough Riders” In
1888, This would he Iuteresting If
true, but It is manifestly n strain on
credulity, Afterward, the new veralon
has it,-ArAax00 served In an Americen
eavalry regiment in the Philippines,
Paxcno Virea, the peon Napoleon.
has been s0 much of a mgth to the
Ameriean people that they don't know
what to belleve about him; the truth
may be even stranger than the fie-
tion. It Is entertaining to be told
that Domoteo Amawco masqueraded
a8 Pawowo Viiza because mm old
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Robin Hood of Chihnahua and con-
veniently died thirteen years ago.

If Paxcmo Viera of the revolution
and the later factional war was nnt
the hunted In that futile invasion &y
American troops, what bas hecome
of him and who Is the guerrilla that
now enjoys the notoriety reserved for
the tnrnished hero nf Mexican melo-
drama In current narrative? We are
told that Vieia was actually in this
country when Pxussing crossed the
border, and that the elusive one was
Iast heard of In South America. That
he may later have found his way Into
Mexico 1y admitted, but the redouht-
able VA of the recent taking of
Chihuahua s declared to be no other
than the notorlous Josg Ines Bara.
ZAR, whose misdeeds are about as
evil as those of the man whose fictl-
tious name he has taken,

We present this slngular story
without comment, except to say that
the Paxcno Virra of the revolutlon
nand its sequel has never been ween
slnce the Columbus rald by any
American who had known him In
the flesh, and ns time passes the
picturesque rascal becomes more and
more of u myth.

Ten Minutes a Day.

Ten winutes o day, the altrulst wsad
{o assure us, will suffice to accompiial
almost any task to which a man may
set himeelf. While It was at firs
thought necessary to be early to bed
and early to rise In onder to become
healthy, wealthy and wise, the proper
consecration of ten minutes o day
knocked the old precept gulley west,
Ten minutes a day with the. dumb-
bells, ten minutes a day st your desk
nfter the whistie blew, ten minutes a
day with the World's Best Litera-
ture accomplished just as much and
with less angulsh, particularly on win-
try mornings when the water In the
pitcher on the washstand was lce.

Once the doctrine of ten minutes a
day hes been properly Inculeated In
receptive youth there Is no fear that
It will be disregarded In later years.
The man who bas been taught to de-
vote ten minutes a day to Poems of
All Mankind will never refuse to llsten
for ten minutes to a book agent; the
man who practises calisthenles for
800 consecutive seconds lu every twen-
ty-four hours does not begridige ten
minutes devoted to the sirategy of
Vox Hinnennvra. And the fellow who
never watches the clock too closely at
quitting time is the fellow who gets
home ten minutes late to supper.

The ten minutes a day tralnlng is
an invaluable asset for certain pur-
poses and a serious handicap In other
undertakings. Ten minutes devoted
tinlly to the works of W. SHARESPEARE
will emable you to quote from “Timon
of Athens"” when the most learned
thing your friend can musteris a well
worn fragment from “Hamlet." Ten
minutes a day will enable you to out-
putt Jemome Travers, but strangely
enough, will not allow you to learn
how to play golf. Ten minutes only
occaslonally s long enough to permit
an Investment of $10,000 ln the non-
parelled shares of the Bonanza Gulch
Gold Mining Company, but ten years
is not long enough to enable the in-
vestor to get his woney back. Yet It
only takes ten minutes to declare n
dividend, Ten minutes & year or semi-
yearly, as against ten minutes a day
on the part of the promoter and the
“prospect.” Any half way good pro-
moter can earn enough In ten minutes
a day to support his family In the
unfortunate event of his having to
spend ten years io jall.

Ten minutes a day has its draw-
backs, we repeat. Properly spent It
enables you to become a leading or
migleading citisen, ns the cuse may
b, Improperly spent It may deprive
you of your digestlon or your money,
It fastens upon the practitioner with
the fatal facllity of all true habits:
he can no more reslst spending ten
minutes n day on every subject or
person that comes hefore him than he
can help spending ten minutes he-
tween Brooklyn Bridge and the Grand
Centrul wondering If he Is going to
get o seat. ¥

The Nearly Hopeleas Tank.

Thut was an elaborate argument
to put this country in the wrong
which the German Chaacellor made
to the Reichistag. It all hinged on the
old cry that the United States had
acquiesced in British violatlons of
international law while taking a more
vigorous attitnde toward Germany's
transgressions, Not excessively vigor-
ous, perhaps—but let that pass.

Does it ever occur to the German
mind that If Germuny had merely
violated American rights Io respect
of property VoNr BeEavsTtorrr might be
In Washington to-day? Can the ldea
ever be inserted In the Prussian skull
that the destruction of American
property I1s as less than nothing com-
pared with the wilful and persistent
taking of American life?

Gevernor Edge’s Opportunity.

Governor Enar of New Jersey 1ifted
his volce yesterday before the Cham-
ber of Commerce in behalf of cooper-
atlon between New York and New Jer-
sey In the advancement of commerce
here and hereabout, the Improvement
of the port without regard to State
boundaries, and generally In favor of
u sensible and Intelligent common ef-
fort for the attalnment of mutually
advantngeous ends,

We are sure that every merchant,
shipowner and manufacturer in this
Etate will approve heartily of such a
acheme and contribute In every way
in his power to Its success.

An Governor Epoe has brought the
matter up and shows such an en-
cournging Interest 'n It, we toke the
liberty of poluting out to hilm a
method by which he cun give enruest
of his sincerity and wholeheartedness
in the premises; namely, by exerting
immediately his unquestioned Influ-
ence for the suppression of the move-

ment undertaken and fostered by
shortsighted men to divide by means
of freight differentinls the territory
immedlately tributary to the port Into
it dogen jemlous and clashing settle-
ments continually striving to Injure
each other, and thus working to the
detriment of all concerned,

With Governor Epax aligned ngninst
this expensive and deplorable design,
it would quickly sink Into Insig-
nifiennce and soon be heard from no
more,

It appears that we are not the only
nation that has been doing a little
watehful walting In Mexico,

, Bank of France Is Federal Dank's
BEent.—Newspaper Aeadiine,

Unneutral beyond a doult.

The Councll of National Defence his
asked Americans to show considera-
tlon for allens. Thia Is sensible and
proper. Perhaps now somes magnani-
mous allen will counsel his fellows to
#how consideration for Americans.

New Jeraey in to have a "Boys'
Day,” apparently on the theory that,
the girla are not entitied to every day
in the year.

Timidity, it is asserted. has kept
American shipa tled up at thelr plers
elnce February 1. If the Bhipping
Hoard had possessed ships, would It
hiave sent them out? And would the
sinking of & ship owned or chartered
by the United Btates Government con-
stitute an overt act?

City now ‘faces sugar famine.—News-
paper headline,

Nobody famillar with the eandy
trade from the customer's side of the
counter would think so.

“Fure, unadulterated bunk,” says
Mayor Mirciixl of the story that he
was to become Secretary of War, If
any purlst is offended by the Mayor's
manner of speech, let it be conaldered
that bunkum is as legitimate as bun-
combe and the “um” Is really super-
fluous, Hunk cannot be evicted from
the vernacular.

President Wirson must be taken as
he I, at the sume time wn idealist and
practical philosopher, prudent and reso-
lute.—Journal dea Drbats,

Some of Mr. WiLsoN's admirers hava
compared him with Asnanian LixcoLs,
but In Parls they know BexJAMIN
FRANKLIN better. Thus the pressure
on the memory of Mr. LaNooLy iy re.
Heved.

Tuaw fit for trial In New York.—
Newspaper headline.

Does New York feel
ordeal?

fit for the

Perhaps alnce his Texas district hus
already repudiated him CarLawar will
continue his efforts to advapce the
cause of the natlon which Is ready to
nid Mexico *'to reconquer tle lost terri-
tory of New Mexico, Texas and Ari-
zona't

Amid all the discussion of the high

THE SUN, FRIDAY
———————

cost of llving the stateamen at Wash-
Ington have seen fit to put under the |
ban thas one staple of diet the price of
which to the ultimate consumer never |
varies. Every Congressman who walks '
on Pennsylvania avenue knows that |
whatever feals of aviation the price |
of potatoes may perform whiskey still |
sells nt fifteen cents, or two drinks :
for a quarter, Yet this real standard
of stubllity Is to be banlshed from
Washington November 1.

OUR COLORED TROOPS. |
l

A Plea for the Training of Men of
Thelr Race as Officers,

To THE Eniton oF T Sux—Sir: On
the editorial page of THE Sux of Fob- |
runry 20 In the article “Captain Ilu,-d[
at Carrizal” it was sald: “Negro troops |
to acquit themsolves well must be led
by white officers always.'” Evidently |
tie writer had no knowledge comoerning
the almost absolute lack of opportunity |
the young colored man has had to equip |
himself for intelligent military lite, How |
many men of pegro descent have hu-n',
encournged or allowel to rise from the !
mnks in Lthe army and navy?  How |
many have been admitied at West PPoint |
or Amnapolis? Who has encournge
the young colored man to attend milts 1
tary schools, and what military schools
of the first grade would admit him?
Who has made an opening for him In |
the military camps forming all over the !
country ? |

The popularity of Major Charles |
Young of the Tenth Cavalry s evidence |
that n negro officer can lend hLis moen |
Give colpred men o «hanee to traln ns |
otficers and there will ba no question o |
to where the men in the ranks wili be,

A, U, BoLvixa,

NEw Yorx, March 1.

The Lie Justifiable,

To THE Eoiton or THE SUN—Sir: To
the question “Is a lla ever justiflable ;"
I would answer, emphatically, “Yes."
Vietor Hugo's herole nun who lled to
Javert In order to mave Jean Valjean
riskod her Immortal soul without fllnch-
Ing. Expediency muy condone many
things which stern duty must weigh
with the escales of juatice, L. C

Grex Ripox, . J. March 1,

Deep BSignificance of One of the
Nimplest of Words,

To vux Eviton of THe SuNn—§8ir: It
would e Instructive to have Mr. Dewell '
tell us why, among the few deplored
expletive atwibutions o woman, that of
“eat” draws most surely the smille of
broad and plausible ragpport.

. A 8 K. WiLsox,

Bwanrusmonre, Pa., March 1,

The Matter With Kansas,
From ke Topeka Capital,

They buried Funeton yesterday, He wans
the last of the Kansas heross Except
for the Old Boys who went ta war In the
‘0w, the breed sisms to have rup out, 1%
Is the era of the maen who wanis to regu-
late the universe Ly statute,

lol-l:ld ilo Battle Front,

To THE Eviron or Tite BuNn—§&ir: I
not the following rather to the paint
Apirapon of the present attitude at Wasl-
ington?

Beliiud ench battle front
tralls

That Jead to seeming wafety,

called peace—
Winding in wordy thickets, through wal-
lowing swales

Tieep mired In shame; whereby pale

wouls, that ceass

To heed the trump of honor,

wark relense
From duty’s perllous call—yet, erv the
suding,
Find the foul path back to the Lattis
bending,
Cuanres KxLany Garves,
CanroN, N. T, Marea 1.

le skulking

mis-

may

SO THEY CALLED OUT THE
POSSE COMITATUS.

A sturdy ruman, gathering asbout
him a party of consclenceless rogues,
went up and down the countryside,

robbing the Inhabitants of thelr prop-’

erty, and, whereven, reslstanoe was at-
tempted, murdering ,men, women "and
children In the cruellest manner pos-
sible, This band spread terror wher-
ever they appeared, and aroused the
‘;nth of the whole population agninst
them,

Emboldened by thelr successes, they
eventually widened the fleld of their
crimes, and on reaching a rich but
peaceable shire which had® heard of
their evil deeds but never experienced
them sought by threats to obtaln
tribute from it.

Protesting against the lawless be-
havior of the ruffian, the peaceable
county refused to obey the orders
given to it. The ruflian immodiately,
and with rare professional skill, mur-
dered a number of helpless members
of the peacehble county to convince
their friends and neighbors that he
wns In earnest nnd Intended Lo get
wiint he had come after.

These crimes enraged the peaceable
county, whose head men loudly as-
serted (ta legal rights, and threatened
to have the law on the rufflen. To
these protests the rufMan made answer
that he had changed the law; and the
dispute which ensued, punctuated by
occaslonnl murders ecommitted by the
ruMan, caused a crowd to gather,

Here the cutpurses and plekpocketn
of all parte of the country suw an
vpportunity, and plled thelr trade;
and when the heand men of the peace-
able county finally notificd the ruffian
that they Intended to ecall out the
Bherliff and selze him if they had the
power, he addressed them thus:

“It 18 true that I have committed
robbery, and arson, and muarder, but
you =hould not send the Bheriff after
me on account of such things while
thileves are nt large stealing the wal-
lets from tho pockets of your people.
Instend, voun should send the Bheriff
after them, and devote all your time
to capturing them; and to whow you
that I am your friend, 1 ghall, after
1 have murdered half a doZen or hall
a hundred more of your women and
children, e glad to help you punizh
these plllugers.

“"Moreover, if you wset out o stop
murder while cndesing these plok-
purses, 1 shall know you for friends
of the liglit Angered gentry, which In
truth 1 Lelleve you to be, and 1 whall
treat you ws common malefactors.”

Wherewith the ruffian murderesd
more women and children, and did it
in a way to convince all beholders
that he was a most accomplished prac-
tidloner at that trade.

Soma of the residents of the peace-
able eounty were much terrified, and
#nld "Let us vote on this ques-
tion™; others, being simple, exclalined,
"“This ruMan Is a good fellow at heart,
and does not mean what he says";
sl others were secretly In the ruf-
Man's pay, and these rulsed o lowd ory
that beslide pocketpleking murder wus
n virtuous and worthy thing: and the
lackwits divided themsclves according
to thelr falllngs.

But the sensible and inteliigent men
of the peaceahle county rald “Let us

Iulmlu it our first duty to rid ourselves

of the murderous ruffian, If we sue-
cewd, we shail L able to take care of
the cutpurses; but if we cannot defend
our shire and ita people from murder
it s nimatter of small eonsequence
that It ls overrun with thieves”

BOARDWALK OR BEACH?

! A Contention That One Excludes the]

Other at Coney Island,

To i Evimoi o THe BUs—E8lr: The
offer of the property owners south of Burf
avenue, from Eighth to Thirty-seventh

| street, Coney Island, to defray the en-

tire cost of the proposed boardwalk, may
at first blush appear 1o be n surprising
exhibition of philanthropy Hur  the
recollection that these same gentlemon
who now unselfishly plan to make o gift
of w bourdwulk to Cohey Islund some
¥ours awo fencell In the people's heach
with barbed wire, nud Ald not remove
it even when the Court of Appeals or-
dered them to do 0. lmpels Coney Isl-
nnders north of Surf avenus closely to
serutinise this gift boardwalk.

The chlef concern of the thousands
whoe swarm on the Coney Island beacher
In the summer I8 what effect the walk
will have on bathing facllities. On
every pleasant Saturday and Hunday
during the bathing season the beaches
from Eighth street tu Thirty-seventh
streat are thronged Y from 75,000 to
130,000 people, and Judged by the ovi-
dent pleasure they derive from lounging
on the sands between dips n the suref,
they would prefer thut form of recrens
tion to walking on o boardwnlk,

It i8 idle for the advocntes of the wnlk
to sy that those who prefer to go in the
witer still ean do so.  The present beach,
from low to high water mnrk, will be
covered by the approaches to the walk,
and water of the depth In which o large
majority of the people frolle will bo cov-
ersd by the walk [tself. Thus only ex-
pert swimmers will be able to get n dip,
and the bedich as a bathing ground for
women, chlldren and men whoe are not
swimmers will be destroyed. The sands,
which under the warm sun's raye make
an ldeal place for women and children
expecially to get the sen breezs, will be
hidden under wooden planks and will be
dark, damp and unhealthtul, The ques-
tlon resolves tzelf (nto one of a hoard-
walk versus a bathing beach, If the
wialk Is bullt exit the beach,

The engerness for the walk of the
philanthropleal gentlemen with property
near the beuch Is not difffeult to under-
stunil.  The approaches to the walk will
lead to the rear doors of thelr cafds,
restaurants, merry go rounds and other
amusement  enterprises, and wm  the
promenaders become weary from thelr
pedestrian exercises, what more natural
thin that they should enter for rest and
refreshmont ?

If 160,000 people in bathing suits, dis-
porting themselves on the svarm sands
and not entering the rear doors of nearby
nmusetwont resorts, can be transforined
into 150,000 persons In strect clothes,
promenading on a boardwalk, close to
lnviting viands and recreation, would not
the outlay for the structure he worth
thye while of the philanthroplsta?

In wubstunes the soheme for a board-
witlk i merely unother form of the per-
alstent efforts of o cluss of Coney Taland
purveyars th deprive the peapls of thelr

right to use the beach between high and |

low water murk, a right afirmed by the
highest court In the Stute,
BuookiyN, March 1. Wesr Exven.

Venalty of Being Too Funny,
From the Kuraka Springs Timea Foho
It tukon wome people n long time 1o weo

A joke. The littie Jolin wa had In yoster-
day's piper about tha smallpox belng
found In the dictlonary at the Caruegle
Library In taken by some to reslly mean
smallpox. A dictlonary without the word
smalipox In it would be & funny dletion-
ary Indesd.

UNDER _'BICI rLAG?

The Simple Question Every Amerl-
ean Must Answer.

To THE Eviton oF THE SuN—#r: Ger-
many's last warning to us and the Chan-
cellor's recent utternnus make more cof-
splcuous a fact established winos the be-
ginning of the war but not genernlly
headed : the Allles are fighting our bat-
tle. The question in not whether you are
for England of a German protagonist.
It In a sirmple case of baing elther a true
American or a man bereft of sense, In-
telligence, consclence or any semblance
of & iiberty loving spirit, ’

Treopons MioHEL.

Brookuy~, Maroh 1,

Cold or Hot?

To Tur Evrron or TRE Bun—8ir; Al
& time llke the present—our country in
the midnt of a crisls giving promise of
portentousness far excesding what has
come to us In the past—it Is surely the
duty of every man to show true patriot-
Irm. Home of our citizens exhibit at
times n cold rather than a hot patriot-
Ism, but It Is not bedtting thoss (o deny
other men who are by nature “red hot
patriors” Is 17

Now past the threescore and ten
mark, must I adopt cold patriotism? Or
can I display it hot? If 1 do, I don't
want to be told that T am o« hysteric
or "finga” T have heard It mald that
emotional patriotism Indicates wenkness,
but it did not In my time. If thousht
of our country at this time does not lead
o emotlon and patriotism, inspiring our
fellow men and strengthening the hands
of Government. what will?

WiLLie L. BrowNRLL.

East Onaxar, N. J., March 1.

TO PARENTS.

Does the Health and Life of Your Boy
Mean Anything to You?

To g Epiror or THe SUN—~8ir: To
the parents of Amearica these guestions
nre to-day put:

Do you want your boy to die a per-
fectly and ur ¥ death In
the fleld or In the hospital, or do you
want him to go forth with a reasonable
chanes of coming home to you?

The cholce resta with you |

Under the Constitution of the United
States and under the national defence
nct of June %, 1916, the President of the
United Btates §s nuthorized in cuge of
war to call Into militury service all citl-
rens of a fghting nge.

As your boy will have to go to war
anywny If his services are necded, It I8
up te you to declde

Whether if he goes—and go he must—
he shall go tralned, hardened and alive
to the dangers that he 18 to meet, or
untrained, soft and ignorant of military
mutteras and dangers, hulf awake and
fearful of the unknown ;

Whether he shall go n marksman,
knowing how to attack and defend, how
to take care of himself in the feld, how
to Keop himself in vigorous health, how
to look after his fect, his skin, his
teeth, or whether he shall go {gnorant
as u ohild of wll the things that he
needs to glve him a chance to survive
and win out wlive:

Whether he shall go to war with a
reasonable chance of returning there-
from, or to dendly certuln disaster ;

Whether he shall go with all the pos-
sibilities that lle In his receptive young
mind und active young body fully de-
veloped for his own safety, or unde-
veloped, Blindly lgnorant of these thinks
that may save him,

In a ¢ampalgn the chances of tralned
men for ulthnate safety are vastly sue
perior to those of raw rocrulis,

To send untrained troops to meet
troopa  tralned In moedern warfare 8
sheer murder.  They would dle ke
sheep

It 8 up to the parents

Wil they ehioose the wiser courss and
have their hoy {f he Is called to the front
g there alert, hardened, deliled, diset-
plned, awnke 1o gll possible dangers and
prepared to meet them—a typleal soldler
of the republic | or are they guing to deny
thelr hoy that tralnlng and knowledge to
which he has we much right as he has
to the Ife thut sou mgave bim, that
tradning and Knowledge which you can-
not, but the Government can and will
glndly give him If you but say the word ?

Tw deny him this chanee for his life
would Iw a crime, for It Ig his right

‘ongresa s ahout to adjourn for nine
months and Is avoiding this [ssue be.
cause |t fenrm, what?

The father's vote, the mother's
thoughtless condemnation of A moeasure
that she does not understand. It ls you
that Congress fears. Nine months hence
will be top late.  Thon your boy may
have alremdy been ealled to the urmy,
soft and helpless as he Is now, If you
want to give him a chance telegruph to
your Senator and Congressman urging
them 1o pass @ universal treaining LIl
bofore Congress sdjourns and befors It
e too Jate,

Act now! The future safoty of your
san rests in your own hands,

. CnElonToNn Wene.

New York, March 1,

THE VERTICAL FLAG.
Obviating Ome Dificnlty and Creating
Another and Worse,

To THE EpiToR oFf THE BUN—&ir: If
we were 1o take the Held of stars In the
American fMlag and place it midway of
the left elde, with three full wtripes
above {t, three full stripes below it and
seven short stripes to the right of It
there would be no difficulty about the
position of the stars when the flag wan
hung vertically.. The feld of stars
would then come In the centre of the
tap of the flag as {t hung downward,
The flag vould never then be hung In
“distress." M, . O'Buga,

Newrort, TL I, March 1.

—

But n flag thut cannot be flown in
the position of distreas is certainly
undesirable,  Abllity to Ny the flag
quickly as a distress signsl may de-
termine the mattédr of life and death,

Legnl Curion,

Fram a dicdeton by Judge Hotohkiss rejorted in
the New Yark Law Jouraal of February 2.
Cassaluon ve, Welgert—This motion I

danled. with costa. It would L difeu't

1o lmaglne an wpplleation for an Injunce

tlon supported Ly papers lesd meritorious

than thuse prosented on this motlon, In
nny musaum of legul curlon theas Phpers
would taks high rank.

The Omtrage of the sea,
Whera 19 thine anclent majesty, O wou,
Thy wave untumad ¥
What bitier bondage hath bsen put en
thew T
How urt thou shamed?

Thine léy caverns which once chose their
Euesls
At thine own will,
Now serve am Eravoes ot
hentw
To bold their kil

murdarérs' bhe-

And wore that not enough thy pride Lo bow
Came new demands—

Thou art the Lasin wherein Pilate now
Doth wash hin hands

MoLawpavsam Witgox,

WHAT IS

NECESSARY IN THE ANTI.

SUBMARINE GUN.

Relative Merits of the Pneumatic Gim and the Aerial Torpedo as Armunimy
'. M m. ¢
A great deal has been written about|[slight to make the necessary 1.

motor boats as submarine destroyern
Whether they are the best defence is,
of course, an |nteresting question, and
#2 Is a atriking coincldence that the
beat means of attacking and destroy-
ing submarines have just been din-
cunsed, so far as the subject allows, by
naval experts In Italy and Germany.
These articles are not signed; they are
written from different standpolnts, but
they are unquestionably the work of
officers who have had actual experi-
ence, and, for that reason, we may
glance through and be Interested by
some of the facts that are now pub-
lished In the naval journals on, of
course, officlal authority. The German
ariloles, as might be expectod, nre not
cvercandid and deal chiefly with the
armament of their new boats, the call-
bre of the guns and thelr mechanism.
Unfortunately, no precise detalls are
supplied, .
The most important iInformation con-
cerning these guns is furnished In a
brief reference to the Artilleriatische
Monatshefte of January. In this the
uuthor tells us that Krupp has turned
out A new type of weapon with the
following main features: It s of
7.6 centimetres calibre (about three
Inches), byt It compensates for its light
welght by the facts that it discharges
i shell with an unusually heavy load
of higih explosive and that it can be
tet and fired with great rapidity. 1In
fact, the Hghtness of the gun s & posal-
tive merit, These guns are placed, as
the writer says, “under the deck, and
when the vessel comes to the surface
they can be got ready for action with
few mavements of the hand."' Inshort,
A quick firlng gun with & high ex-
plosiva charge is the object atfalned.
In reviewing the means of defence
against aubmarines, E. D. H. in the
last issue of the Rivista Marittima,
seeks to set forth the essential princl-
ples of artillery to he used. The United
Staten, he remnarks, had the right idea
when fhe pneumatic gun was tried, and
he begins this article with a descrip-
tion of these guns of Lisutenant Zallne
ekl of the Vesuvius and the Bandy
Hook batteries of that time, 1894. This
is more flattering to our ingenuity than
the criticism which follows. While ap-
preciating the pneumatic gun and the
motor boat, he observes that the ex-
plosive charge In the projectile waa too

pression on the armor of w Modern
submarine; while the motor boat 15
too low In the water and Is an yp.
favorable “gun platform” The ftrye
method of Qﬁl‘l‘lbllﬂﬂ: EUbMailues m,
howevar, & pneumatic gun dishurging
an torpedo. All thix he candidly
acknowledges In pure conjecture sy
present. To sink u submarine o heayy
shell Is necessary. The charge shouly
be not less than forty kilogramy of
high explpsive. Buch a ehell as
Zalinski jectlle is, In theory at Trant,
the most practical form, that in, "elod,
qualla di una specie di frecela di vuf |y
testa sarebbe formata dalln bomba ee.
plosiva o l'asta-governale porterebbe
una coda a forma elicoldale destinatq o
mantenir la rotuglone per lo stabiliuw
—a wort of arrow the head of whichy
should form the explosive charge, whije
the governing shaft should curry
screw to malintain both rotation ang
stabllity of fllght. He suggosts that
the Hale shell approaches most nearly
to this type.

But such aerial torpedoes would he
too long, and they would have, If mades,
too short a range. Nowadays, or for
attack on submarines, a torpedo, |f
effective, should have a range of 7,000
yards, and It must be fired In such a
way that it strikes at an angle of 43
degreen. Otherwise i might strike the
water or o point in a clrele and iy off
at a tangent. To propel a torpedo
such a distance the pneumatle gun
should have in Its chamber o pressure
of 1,000 atmospheres. Buch a weupon
would obviously be too heavy and too
long for the deck or platform of a
motor boat or demtroyer. Besldes, It
such a weapon were succeasfully made
the torpedo must have certain ballistic
qualities, already mentioned, explosive
foree and comparative lightness and
tactical qualities—rapidity of fire, a
platform that permkted firing down-
ward, and such a size that the gun
itself, Its carriage and sweep could be
installed In a relatively narrow space.
“T must dieclaim,” writes 1. D, 8,
“the delusion that I have solved the
problem. A gun of the Zallnskl prinol-
ple seeme to me feasible"—"canna leg-
glera per granate ad nlto esplosivo”—
a light gun with a shell churged with
high explosive. “This" he concludes

fords any hope of beating the subiius
rine effectually.”

RICE FOR POTATOES.

« mble In Diet.

To THx Enrron oF Tue Bun—~ir: Your
editorial article on “"Rice and Potatoes"
s interesting and valuable, but falls to
state the whole story about those two
important anticlas of food,

There (s no more eminent authority
on foods and food wvalues than Henry
C. Sherman, and a quotation from his|
book “Food Products” will shed some
light on the question as to whether rice,
a cereal, is a perfect substitute for the
potato, a vegetable, e says:

A 100 calory portlon of potato furnishes
Just about the amount of base o neutraiize
the neld wrising from ths metabollsm of
a 100 ealory portion of steak. To serve
n 200 calory portlon of steak with only a
100 calory portion of potato Is out of pro-
portion. Tha grain producis have sn ex-
cesn of acld forming eioments nut large
enough to be ohjectionabls when the did:
in otharwise well balanesd, but which may
rapilt in the diet an A whole hecoming too
strongly acld ferming 1f gralo products
are allowed 1o tdke tha place of vegetahies
Rice and poiatoes are wometimes consli-
ered Interchangesble, bu! from this stand-
point ceannot be so considered. When rice
Inatend of potato Is served with meat, not
anly Is the excess ncild fram the meat loft
unprovided for, but more seld s added by
the rlcn, Henca even though the rlee
furnishes as much enorgy and protein, It
¢annot pruperiy; Lo rogarded as of fully
equil fond valus with the potato whish N
dinplaces,

CHARLES, NOT HARRY.

Tdentity of the Lee That Washington
Met at Monmouth.

To TNE Epitorn oFf Tue BuN—=~Sir. In
the article signed “The Man Who Rides
Alone” the writer refers Lo Wushington
meeting “White Horse Hurry” at Mon-
mouth. Ha probmbly ineans “Light
Horse Harry,” but this In a mistake
1t wans Charles Lee who nearly lost the
battle of Monmouth and whom Wash-
ington reprimanded 8o sevarcly, Chatles
Lee was no relution to the Lees of Vir-
Einln, but wag a soldier of fortune from
Englund who aftor two years in this
country was made n Ceneral of the 'on.
tinental army, and wus fnally dismissed
from the mervice after traltorous con-
duct and insubordination,

Henry Les, or "Light Horme Hurry"
a8 he wur generally known, wus the
father of Hobert K. Lee  He was noted
for his bravery and eMcloney wud in the
opinlon of General Greene did more thun
any other mun to accomplish the dofeat
of the Hritish In the SBouthern Statea
It wam he who muld of Washingion
“First In war, first in peacs nnd e
in the hearts of hls countrymen”

REALER O Ty Sus

ErizaneTR, N. J, March 1

FEEDING FOUR ON FOUR.
A Diet Which Sustalns Life but Has

In order to aveld too grea' an exoesn
of meid In cases In which nn Jdlerary ealon- |
intlons wre made, it ls well 1o uliow as|
least un mueh money for the purchuse of
Voegelables, frults and mlik (in which base
turming elementn predominaie) as for the
purchuse of meats, fish and eges iail of
which are distinetly acld forming).

Whers the cost of fond miust be strlctly
Imited the distary may often be improved
by diminiahing the sxpenditures for meata
and swests in order that vegetnbles and
frulta may be used niors freely.

This {8 not written 1o discournge the
ure of riee, as (U v urquestionably o
viluable artlele of food when properly
comblned with frults and vegetables,

1If pome reader will state whera un-
polishiad rice can W purchased for lesa
money than poilshed T shall be grataful,
T have never been nhle 1n buy hrown
unpoiishad rice for less than 10 cents
n pound, vet It is the only rice that
thould bo used, ar the pollshed rice has
been robbed of a0 much of its valuable
mineral content. RuTE N. Werae,

Nrw Yomrx, Morch 1.

TRADE BRIEFS.

French farmers will recelve o premium
of I6.8 cenin a bushel on all wheat grown
in 1017 and yearly thereafter while the
maximum selllug pricea prevall

Guatemaln's perfumary imparte in 10105
ware valued at §15,225, of which the
United States supplled products amount-
Ing to 30,0063

One thousand hales of slenl were shipped
from the Hawalian Islands to Ban Fran-
claco In 1018, The average price was
hetween 13 and 14 cents a pound.

Thers was & rapld growth In the potash
industry In this country durlng 10J0, Ten
thourand tons of potash, valuod st B3,500,-
000, were produced. Nebraska's slkall
lakes yielded the largest amount,

Ciogn mre replacing leather shoen in
London, England., according to reports.
Thelr codt ls but one-quarter of that of
a palr of shoens,

Orders have been piaced with firms In
this cruntry for 1,000 carm and Aftesn sn.
kines for uea on Hpanish ralironds.

ficltiah Yonduran shipped 042,080 pounds
of rriude chicle gum, valued st $300.783
ta this country In 181, Thin was n silght
decresss from the exporis of the previous
yOAr

Japaness four Is gradually replacing the
Amerloan  product in Hongkong, China
Bags of forty-nine pounds each retalled
In the past yewr at prices ranging from
§2.00 to 8350,

A short rallway llne has basn bullt |n
Ehanghal, Chins, to conmect two longsr
important ralironds,  Hisel work for the
fMve bridges on the new line was supplisd
by an Amerlcan firm,

American seeding, harvesting and bay-
ing machinery has come Inte general uss
in New Zealand. Thera Ia an opportuniyy
at prasent to enlarge American tinde in
the Islands,

A Cuban firm I In the market for giaes
Doatties,

Mans are under consideration by a fArm
Iz Bahis for tho utllisstion of the waters
of the Jaguaribe Hiver for & hydro-
electric generatlng plant. Thera s an
oportunity for American machinery,

of Itsell Small Joy,

To T™me EmTon of Tk Srx & I
tead with Interest and  some
“An d  Time American's’
whereln she maken the statement tha!
her famlly «of four griown People cdn
“dress woll and feed well” on 87 0 week
allowing #4 or less for the table, anld
rhowe In detall how she performs whnt
Appenrs to me to be o dietetionl fent

The menu which she gives, whicl
conslders sulliclent to keep four nduits
wnd admit of thelr “fosding well,”" woull
hear friendly critielsm, and with nil doe
réspect to the statenents moade 1 sule
mit that such a dlet, to the average sool
iver, wouldl produce little
domestic catnclysm,

Mout for many years
chilef article of diet and secins to wntiefs
whero other articles of foodd do o e |
even thoukh one may oat mamewhal
sparingly of It it nevortiolmg goons
be almost a necessity. T motlee ot
meat hardly enters fnto the “Old Time
Amerieun's” W of fure, which o 1-0*
would e a hardship to almost any o
of us, who, by the way, are nlso A er-
cans, perhmps not old time Aner
hut all the time Ameriouns, as the wilter
can bLoast that netlonality to e 0®
heritage,

My small familly, two of us,
voonomically, but we have meat onre
a day, with vegetahles, uft., eerenl
coffee, tea and other and whoie
some foods, such as millk, butter, &
and find our table coet to he alout
dollar & day, During the preseut hurl
times—for such they surely are wi'h
eggs at from 60 to 80 cents u dogen, b1
ter from 50 cents up, vegetables all vov-
eral rents each article mere than for-
merly—It la more of a problem to mike
ends meet, but to lessen the diet or sub«
stitute other articles of food that c¢ne
does not relieh or enjoy oating would,
wa think, be foollsh In the extreme

I also questlon that you can buy
bunanas at any frult stand for w e
uplece, with oranges at the same !°*
price, T pams i good many fruft etand
duily and T must confesa I fall to » =
¢ither of the articles at the prices mel
tloned, unieas It (8 pometimes (n 1l
casas of very small, overripe bananis,
which can be bought for a cent aple”
but not at regular grocery storea in '
district whera I live,

It our American friends are satisfie:
with the mode of llving they are to
congratulated that they oan get alons
but many people would, 1 fear, call surh
a diet merely sufficlent to mustain ''f
and not for any enjoyment to ba ga
thereby, AN AMERICAN HisTis

HnooKLYN, March 1.
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The U-Boat's Motto,

To ran Boiton oF Tue Sun—>su
deep seu courtesy of the overt jpet
dron and women first.

Jonw I Davin, M

New Youx, March 1,
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